
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
MEETING OF THE SECTION OF

PEDIATRICS
Sprague Hall, 2.30 O'clock

Officers of the Section of Pediatrics
John Lovett Morse, M.D., Boston, Chairman.
J. Herbert Young, M.D., Newton, Secretary.
1. "The Importance of Water in Disease."

Dr. Fritz B. Talbot, M.D., Boston.
Discussion opened by William W. How-
ell, M.D.. West Roxbury.

2. "Cause and Prevention of Over-stimulation
of the Modern American Child."
Erik St. J. Johnson, M.D., New Bedford.
Discussion opened by L. E. Emerson,
M.D., Cambridge.

3. "The Significance of Meningeal Symp-
toms."
A. C. Eastman, M.D., Springfield.
Discussion opened by John Jenks
Thomas. M.D., Boston.

4. "Parental Responsibility."
Henry I. Bowditch, M.D.. Boston.
Discussion opened by Maynard Ladd,
M.D., Boston.

WEDNESDAY EVENING
6.30 O'clock

The Annual Dinner will be served at the
American House, 56 Hanover Street, Boston,
(Telephone Haymarket 4740) at 6.30 o'clock
promptly. Dress suits not necessary. The
tickets will be $2.50, and may be bought either
at the Bureau of Information during Tuesday
and Wednesday, or at the hotel just before
the dinner.
After the speaking the Entertainment Com-

mittee of the Norfolk District will present a
short play entitled:

BREAKING INTO THE ARMY
or

IT'S A GREAT LIFE IF YOU DON'T
WEAKEN.

Fellows desiring to sit together in groups
will please send their names to the chairman
of the Committee of Arrangements, and the
proper Reservations will be made.
It is necessary that the chairman of the

Committee know beforehand the approximate
number of those who will attend the dinner,
and for that purpose the reply postal card
which was enclosed with the program should
be mailed at once. His name and address are:
Dr. R. H. Miller, 434 Marlborough Street.
Boston 17. Mass.
Please notice the change in the time of the

dinner from 7.00 o'clock to 6.30 o'clock.

MEDICAL DEFENSE IN NEW YORK.
Mr. Editor:
The following date relating to the Medical Defense

Act of the Medical Society of the State of New York
cannot fail to be of interest to some of your readers.
The data are obtained from the annual report of the
society for 1919 and from Mr. James Taylor Lewis,
the accomplished counsel of the Society.
During the twenty years from December. 1899, to

December, 1919, eight hundred and eleven cases of
alleged malpractice have come before Mr. Lewis for
consideration. Of this number 401 cases have been
actually disposed of in court. The remainder have
been abandoned, or are still pending. The number of

verdicts for the plaintiff's were eight. "Of these, four
were reversed on appeal, one other is now on appeal
to the Appellate Division of our First Department
and another awaits the argument of a motion to set
aside the verdict." This leaves only two cases as
having been finally decided in favor of the plaintiffs.
"During these 20 years claims against the defend-

ants have aggregated upwards of twelve million dol-
lars. There has been actually paid to plaintiffs less
than six thousand dollars. Two cases have been set-
tled with my consent; I am informed that three
others have been settled without my consent."
The foregoing facts are a striking commentary on

the character of the charges brought against the de-
fendant physicians. They also illustrate the fact that
justice is still to be obtained in our courts. The skill
of the counsel and the fidelity of the experts are
worthy of high commendation. In only two instances
was Mr. Lewis ever "asked by a member of the State
Society where he was to get his money for testifying
mi behalf of a brother practitioner."
It is worthy of note that of the 39 cases brought be-

fore Mr. Lewis in 1919, five were for cases in which
it was alleged that some material was left behind
after an operation.

George W. Gay, M.D.
Boston, May 6, 1920.

NOTICE.
Massachusetts General Hospital.—Clinical meet-

ing of the Out-Patient Department Medical Staff in
the Out-Patient Department Amphitheatre on Wednes-
day. June 2. 1920. at 8 p.m.
Program : "The Practical X-Rfly Value of Pneumo-

peritoneum."
Discussion by Dr. George W. Holmes.
Dr. Charles L. Scudder presiding.

F. A. Washbtjbn, Resident Physician.

A CORRECTION.
In the issue of the Journal for April 15, in a re-

print of an article entitled "Child Health Conditions
in Boston," Dr. Robert D. Curtis was quoted as dis-
cussing Boston's mortality rate for 1919 as shown in
the Public Health Index. Dr Curtis has disclaimed re-
sponsibility for any statements in that article, since
he has seen no figures bearing on the subject.

RECENT DEATHS.
Dr. Joseph L. Sanborn died on May 17, 1920, at

his home in North Amherst, at the age of fifty-four
years. Dr. Sanborn was born in Lynn and was gradu-
ated from the Atlanta Medical School. He is survived
by his widow, one son, and two sisters.

Dr. J. William Boss, one of the most widely known
physicians of Beverly, died at his home, 366 Cabot
street, in that city, May 11, 1920, after several days'
illness of heart disease, at the age of 53 years. He
served during the war in the medical corps, with the
rank of captain, the greater part of his enlistment
term at Camp Upton. He later resumed his practice
in Beverly. He was a native of Gloucester. He re-
ceived his medical degree at the University of Penn-
sylvania and took post-graduate courses in medicine
in both France and England. He first practised at
Philadelphia, then at Peabody and, since 1897, at
Beverly. He had served the County of Essex on the
state department of medical examiners and for many
years was chairman of the Beverly board of health.
He was unmarried.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at NYU WASHINGTON SQUARE CAMPUS on June 24, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


